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MESSAGE

I am delighted to know that Hooghly Women'’s College is going to publish
its Annual Magazine for the Academic Session 2023-24. | appreciate the
enthusiasm of the college for their efforts to publish the magazine.

On this occasion, | convey my best heartiest congratulations to the
Principal, faculty members, staff and students of the college.

I wish the Magazine to be a grand success.

l N,
PRESIDENT
GOVERNMENT BODY
HOOGHLY WOMEN’S COLLEGE

PRESIDENT
GOVERNING BODY
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Do Not Stand At My Grave And Weep
Muskan Yadav
English (Honours), Semester - VI

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.

I am the gentle Autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush.

Of quiet birds in circled Flight.

I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and weep;
I am not there. I did not die.
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THE STEADFAST GUIDE
Adrija Bhandari
English (Honours), Semester - 111

And then you came,

Along with a heaviness in your heart,
Agony in your eyes,

And misery in your veins.

Will there be no end to this?

You looked at me with bleary eyes,
Making my desperate heart flutter.
Oh, my adored one, [ whispered,
Even when trust turns to treachery,
By these you hold dear,

I shall remain your steadfast shield.
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Can deification be dehumanizing?

Reflections on Satyajit Ray’s Devi

Satavisha Nandy
English (Honours), Semester - VI

In a 1989 interview by Pierre Andre Boutang, Satyajit Ray says that his film
Devi (1960) dealt with religious dogmatism. In Devi, an upper-class Hindu
patriarch has a strange vision of his seventeen year old daughter-in-law Doya as the
human incarnation of the Goddess Kali. Amazed and awestruck, he begins
worshipping her. Even before the dream, Doyamoyee or Doya is a mother-figure in
the house of her in-laws. Set in Calcutta in the 1960s, Ray’s camera shows her
living in a gilded cage, her life defined by her subservience and servitude. The
dream merely acts as a catalyst and magnifies it a hundred fold. When Doya is
deified and therefore idealized, she effectively loses the ability to develop her own
identity. She ceases to grow because there’s nothing to grow from. Agency is non-
existent when she is destined for immersion ( bishorjon ) just like the Goddess kali
whose incarnation she is thought to be.

One would argue that the tragedy in Devi (1960) is further realized due to its
protagonist being a woman. The expectations put on her are massive and she
slowly lets go of herself to meet these expectations. This deification contain stark
similarity to the stories of a lot of women, especially in South Asia. When young
girls hit puberty, it’s almost as if they go from being free, genderless beings to being
hit with an avalanche of expectations to conform to gender roles, manage bodily
changes and always do what is deemed as acceptable by society.

Women in a patriarchal society characterized by entrenched traditions,
alongside the evolving social dynamics in India during the late 19th century
present a compelling narrative and are eerily similar to women in contemporary
society. Notably, nearly all the concerns raised remain pertinent in a nation marked
by religious strife, where women persist in their quest for liberation. Could Doya’s
burden then, be seen as a metaphor for the onus of domestic labour placed
disproportionately upon women of the global south even today?

I hesitate to categorize Devi as criticism of religion itself as it is more so a
criticism of religious fanaticism, religious superstition. However, its commentary
does bring to the light how religion does not favour women. Well, society is

20 EREIRPIGE I ]
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dictated by religion. The things considered “unladylike” by society are so because
the religious books typically say so. Satyajit Ray examines not only the influence
of religious orthodoxy on culture but also societal attitudes towards women. Doya
lacks autonomy, whether she is washing her father-in-law’s feet or experiencing
her own feet being washed with holy water after her forced deification. She is
revered as an object of worship, yet no one, apart from her husband, inquires about
her feelings or her willingness to claim her position.

One has to wonder: what is the polar opposite of Devi, the Mother, the
Goddess? Chelsea Conaboy in the book “Mother Brain” discusses “mother” and
“witch” as opposite ends of a spectrum. It leads me to think if women under a
patriarchal society exist as a dichotomy between Mother Goddesses and
Subversive Witches. It is not uncommon for religious doctrines to advocate for
rigid moral frameworks concerning female sexuality. There is a categorization of
women’s sexual expression into a binary system: either virtuous, linked to
marriage or motherhood, kind, or sinful, associated with subversion, deviation
from conventional roles. This dichotomy gives birth to limiting archetypes and at
the same time, stigmatization of women who assert their autonomy or question
traditional roles. Emancipation of women from this dichotomy appears to be very
fundamentally incompatible with the existence of organised religion.
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World Event Calendar 2024
Kabita Dey
Associate Professor, Department of English

January—

4+ Inauguration of Ayodhya Ram Mandir.

4 Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurated The Atal Setu, also known as the
Mumbai Trans Harbour Link (MTHL), the longest sea bridge of India.

4 Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra (Unite India March’) started from
Imphal.

4 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar left the INDIA Alliance and resigned as the
Chief Minister and severing ties with the ‘Mahagathbandlan’ to break away
from the ruling government and joined hands with the BJP-led NDA.

4 Enforcement Directorate (ED) arrests Hemant Soren after he submitted his
resignation as Chief Minister of Jharkhand.

4+ Atwo-judge Bench of the Supreme court set aside remission orders granting
premature release to 11 convicts in the Bilkis Bano gangrape case.

4+ Banglasesh PM Sheikh Hasina returned to power for the 4th time.

February -

4+ Supreme Court declares electoral bonds scheme unconstitutional.

4 The Champai Soren-led alliance government of Jharkhand MuktiMorcha,
Congress, RJD and CPI (ML) won the trust vote in the Jharkhand assembly
and Champai Soren took oath as the Chief Minister of Jharkhand.

4+ Uttarakhand is the first state in India to enact a uniform civil code.

4+ Qatar released eight former Indian naval officers previously sentenced to
death on charges of spying for Israel.

4+ 100 days work salary will be paid by the State Government, declared Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

4 Agricultural labourers protest for legal assurance in the minimum support
prices (MSP) for certain agricultural products.

4+ Ep’s team was attacked at Sandeskhali in North 24Parganas district during a
raid at Trinamool Congress leader Shahjahan Sheikh’s residence in
connection with Ration Scam. Controversy and turmoil raged since then.
Agitation by the women of the region led to the arrest of Sheikh Shahjahan and
his two associates Shibu Hazra and Uttam Sardar.

4+ Shehbaz Sharif became the prime minister of the coalition government of
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Pakistan in the general election where the majority votes were won by the PTI
led Independent candidates.

March -

+

<+

Fatal building collapse at Garden Reach, where a five-storey under-
construction building collapsed leading to falling debris killing several people
in the area nearby, and injuring many other.

Aravind Kejriwal, the Chief minister of Delhi, was arrested after not
responding to nine summons from the Enforcement Directorate in connection
with the Delhi liquor scam, becoming the first sitting chief minister in Indian
history to be arrested.

A devastating tornado ripped through several areas of Jalpaiguri district in
West Bengal. Five lives were tragically lost, over 400 people have been
injured, and countless families became homeless.

At least 10 people were injured in the IED blast that was carried out in
Rameshwaram café at Bengaluru’s whitefield area.

Election commissioner Arun Goel resigned, just days before the anticipated
announcement of the schedule for the 2024 LokSabha election.

Implementation rules for the controversial CAA notified by PM Modi,
granting citizenship to non-Muslim communities like Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddists, Jains Parsis and Christians from Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh who entered India on or before 3 1st December, 2014.

PM Modi praises Kolkata’s innovative underwater metro project, reminiscing
about his early fascination with the city’s metro system during his visit. His
words underline the significance of this milestone in India’s transportation
infrastructure.

CM Mamata Banerjee was hospitalized after she was injured in a fall in the
vicinity of her home.

In adisruptive hearing, the court brushed aside publicity driven arguments and
asked SBI to submit an affidavit claiming full disclosure of electoral bond
details to ECI.

In a major terrorist attack 145 killed and more than 550 were injured in
Krasnoyarsk in Russia.

April-

+

A Calcutta High Court division bench cancelled the appointment of all 25,753
people empanelled in 2016 for various categories of jobs at secondary and
higher secondary schools in West Bengal in the alleged bribe-for-job case.

Y 251 (AN F(HS
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The trail of Bengaluru Rameshwaram Café Blast of March crisscrossed
through several cities in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to end in Kolkata. The
NIA (National Investigation Agency) arrested Mussavir Hussain Shazib, 30,
the alleged bomber, and Abdul Matheen Ahamed Taahaa, 30, the chief
conspirator of the blast near Kolkata.

In the Assembly Election, the BJP returned to power in Arunachal Pradesh

white the ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) secured a second term in
Sikkim.

May —

<+

<+

Supreme Court granted bail to Arvind Kejriwal for Loksabha election
compaign.

A billboard in the Ghatkopar suburb of Mumbai, collapsed following heavy
rains, 17 people were killed and more than 75 were injured.

Vedant Agarwal, aged 17 years, killed two motorbike riders while driving the
Rs. 2.5 crore electric supercar Porsche allegedly drunk, in the Kalyani Nagar
neighborhood of Pune, Maharashtra.

Ebrahim Raisi President of Iran was killed in a helicopter crash, along with his
foreign minister and six other senior officials.

A court in Delhi framed charges of sexual harassment and using force to
outrage women’s modesty against the former wrestling Federation of India
chief, Brij Bhusan Swaran Singh.

A fire broke out at a gaming zone in Rajkot, Gujrat claiming 33 lives. The fire
was reportedly caused when some welding work was being carried out.

A special Investigation team of the Karnataka police arrested the former
Janata Dal-Secular (JDs) Member of parliament, Prajwal Revanna for the
alleged repeated rape of a zilla panchayat member of his constituency over a
period of three years.

Bangladeshi MP Anwarul Azim Anar, was killed in Kolkata and allegedly
smothered with a pillow soon after he entered a flat in New Town, claimed
West Bengal CID.

Severe cyclonic storm Remal made landfall near the Mongla and Khepupara
coasts in Bangladesh and West Bengal. The storm’s sustained winds were 100
to 135 kilometres per hour during landfall in the coastal area. Remal killed at
least 85 people including 65 in India and 20 in Bangladesh. Many people were
affected by power outages.

June

+

General elections were held in India from 19th April to first June 2024 in 7
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phase to elect all 543 members of the Lok Sabha voters were counted and the
result was declared on 4th June to form the 18th Lok Sabha. On 7th June 2024,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi confirmed the support of 293 MPs. This
marked Modi’s third term as Prime Minister and his first time heading a
coalition government. Congress seats increased. Trinomool in West Bengal-
29, BJP-12 and Congress-1. Two Minister of State from West Bengal Sukanto
Majumdar and Shantanu Thakur.

Subodh Kumar Singh, Chief of the National Testing Agency was removed
from his post, in the wake of alllegations of irregularities in the conduct of the
NEET-UG and UGC-NET exams.

Wiki Leaks founder Julian Assange has been freed from prison in the United
Kingdom and is expected to travel home to Australia after he agreed to plead
guilty to a single charge of breaching the espionage law in the United States.

Terminal 1, one of the three passenger buildings at the Indira Gandhi
International airport was shut for flight operation after heavy rains caused the
canopy in the forecourt area to collapse killing one person.

A goods train collided with Sealdah Agartala kanchanjunga express, a
passenger train near Rangapani railway station in Darjeeling district of West
Bengal. About 11 people were killed and more than 60 were injured in the
accident.

Massive fire burns down iconic Hollong bungalow in North bengal's Jaldapara
National Park.

The enforcement directorate Ed questions Bengali Star Rituparna Sengupta in
ration scam for over 5 hours.

Terrorist opened fire at the bus carrying pilgrims in Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir killing 9 and injuring several others.

Bridges, roads and houses damaged and many died after heavy rain triggers
landslides in Sikkim.

July

<+

<+

The Indian home ministry recently announced the enactment of three new
criminal laws. Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 2023, Bhartiya Nyaya
sanhita, 2023 and Bhartiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, effective July 1 2024.

On July 2, thousands of people, mostly from disadvantaged sections of society
gathered in Hathras to listen to a God man preach. As he left the venue they ran
out to catch a final glimpse of him and knelt down to collect the mud on which
he had walked. Stampede broke out killing 121 people most of whom were
women.

The Wayanad landslides in Kerala were a series of landslides which were
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caused by heavy rains that caused hillsides to collapse destroying the areas
below. The disaster was one of the deadliest in Kerala's history with reports of
254 fatalities, 397 injuries and 118 people missing. Deforestation, seismic
sensitivity for building construction and global warming have been identified
as possible causes for the landslides and fatalities.

The 2024 United Kingdom general election was held to elect 650 members of
parliament to the House of commons, the lower house of the parliament of the
United Kingdom. The opposition Labour party led by Keir Starmer, defeated
the governing conservative party led by prime minister Rishi Sunak of Indian
origin in a landslide victory.

Donald Trump was shot and wounded in his upper right ear by 20 year old
Thomas Mathew crooks, of Bethel park, Pennsylvania, who fired 8 rounds
froman AR 15 style rifle from the roof of a nearby building. Crooks also killed
one audience member and critically injured two others.

Ismail Haniyeh, the political leader of Hamas was assassinated along with his
personal bodyguard in the Iranian capital Tehran by an Israeli attack.

August

<+

4
4

Supreme court greeted bail to former deputy chief minister of Delhi and aam
Aadmi party leader Manish Sisodia in the Delhi liquor policy case. Justice
pointed out that an account of a long period of inearceration running for
around 17 months and the trial even not having been commanced the appellant
has been deprived office right to speedy trial.

Notably the court granted bail in the arrest by both the Central bureau of
investigation CBI as well as the enforcement directorate ED.

19 days reported in the flood of Tripura and 28 in Gujarat. Total dates in the
country is over 250.

Akhil Giri West Bengal correctional services minister resigned following
pressure from the trinomool Congress leadership for threatening and verbally
abusing a forest department women official.

Israel forces took hold and seized gaja City.

Online misinformation fueled tensions over the stabbing attack in Britain that
killed three children.

R.G.Kar 9th August

<+

On 9 August 2024, a 31 year old female postgraduate trainee doctor at R.G.Kar
medical College and hospital in Kolkata was raped and murdered in the
college building. Her body was found in a seminar room. On 10th August a 33
year old male civic volunteer working for Kolkata police was arrested under
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suspicion of committing the crime. Three days later the Calcutta High court
transferred the investigation to The Central bureau of investigation (CBI)
stating that the Kolkata police’s investigation did not inspire confidence. The
junior doctors in West Bengal undertook a strike action for 42 days demanding
athorough probe of the incident and adequate security at hospitals.

4+ The incident amplified debate about the safety of women and doctors in India
and has sparked significant outrage, and nation wide and international
protests. The dark question remains that why CBI failed to give charge sheet to
the former principal of medical College and Abhijit Mondal officer-in-charge
of Tala police station who were initially in there custody. Mandal is also
charged with delaying the registration of the FIR among other offences. The
CBI informed the court that both Ghosh and Mandal allegedly attempted to
down play the incident and shield the crime. The year ends with anger
agitation and protest over these burning issue.

Bangladesh

4+ For several weeks in July, Bangladesh was wracked by the most serious
episode of unrest in decades. What began as peaceful demands from university
students to abolish quotas in civil service jobs turned into anger, clash and fire.
The campaigners argued that one third of the reservations for the relatives of
veterans from Bangladesh’s war for independence from Pakistan in 1971 was
discriminatory and needed to be overhauled. Although their request was
largely met the protest soon transformed into a wider anti government
movement and people from all walks of life have joined the protest movement.
Bangladesh media and protesters blamed police for the spiralling death toll .
MS Haseena repeatedly cut of internet access in parts of the country, imposed
anationwide curfew and described those demonstrating against her as terrorist
seeking to destabilise the nation.

4+ Butthe campaign of civil disobedience that had taken hold, showed little signs
of abating and ultimately Bangladesh stood on a historic turning point when
on 5th August, weeks of anti government protest reached its climax with the
toppling of its long serving prime minister Sheikh Hasina and her fleeing the
country.

4+ Following the overthrow of Sheikh Hasina President Mohammed
shahabuddin gave Yunus a mandate to form an interim government, acceding
to calls from Student leaders for his appointment. It is not clear whether a third
major political party other than the Awami league and Bangladesh nationalist
party can also emerge under the current circumstances or there would be
peaceful transfer of power under military protection.
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September

<+

In retaliation of Hezbollah’s firing of rockets at Israel in support of its ally
Hamas in Gaza, Israel launched series of air strikes in Lebanon. Hassan
Nasrallah the secretary general of Hezbollah was assassinated in the Israeli air
strike in Beirut.

Supreme court grants bail to Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal in CBI case
highlighting legalities and conditions of release. Resigns from chief
ministership as soon as he was released and Atish Marlena took over as the
new chief minister of Delhi.

The West Bengal legislative assembly unanimously passed the Aparajita
women and child (West Bengal criminal laws Amendment) bill 2024 with a
voice vote with both legislators of the Trinamool Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata party BJP supporting it. Chief minister Mamata Banerjee said the bill
introduces three critical elements increased punishment, speedy investigation
and rapid dispensation of justice, specifically targeting cases of sexual assault.

Trinamool Rajyasabha MP Jawahar Sarkar resigns over R.G. Kar rape murder
protest. The development marks the first major resignation from the TMC
which has been facing the heat of protest for almost a month after the horrific
crime at the state run hospital.

Trinamool Congress leader and Birbhum district President Anubrata Mondal
along with his daughter Sukanya Mondal returned to Birbhum after being in
prison for over 25 months in connection with the West Bengal cattle scam. Bail
was also granted to prime accused Mohammad Enamul Haque and Anubrata
Mandal’s bodyguard Sehgal Hussain.

The Congress appointed Subhankar Sarkar as the President of West Bengal
Pradesh Congress committee replacing veteran Adhir Ranjan Chaudhary.
Maxist leader Anura Kumara Dissanayake become the 10th president of Sri
Lanka to assume office after being declared the winner of the 2024
presidential election.

October

+

<+

+

In the Haryana legislative assembly election the Bhartiya Janata party on a
majority with 48 seats and secured victory for the third consecutive time
becoming the first party in the states history to achieve this feat.

National conference-Congress alliance secured absolute majority in the
Jammu and Kashmir assembly elections.

A fire broke out at the Sealdah (Raja Bazar ESI) hospital in Kolkata resulting
in the death of a patient in the intensive Care unit (ICU).
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The supreme court (SC) dismissed the case challenging the Calcutta High
courts HC divisions bench order allowing the recruitment of nearly 14,000
upper primary teachers in schools of West Bengal.

India and China reached agreement on patrolling arrangements along the line
of actual control in India China border areas in Depsang and then Demchok
leading to disengagement from all the friction points of 2020.

West Bengal CPI(M) suspended Ex-MLA Tanmay Bhattacharya for alleged
misconduct with women journalist. The journalist claimed that he had made
improper advances and touched her when she went to interview him at his
residence.

November

4

In the United States presidential election former Republican President Donald
Trump defeated the democratic nominee vice president Kamala Harris. Trump
lost his bid for re-clection in 2020 to democrat Joe Biden is the first US
President to be elected to non consecutive terms.

A fire broke out in the Neonatal intensive Care unit of maharani Lakshmi Bai
medical College in Jhansi Uttar Pradesh resulting in the death of at least 18
new borns and injuring 16 others, most of which later succumbed to injuries.

The BJP lead mahayuti alliance retained Power in Maharashtra to form
government by winning 233 of the 288 assembly seats, while the opposition
MVA own only 50 seats. It is an unprecedented electoral sweep which
Maharashtra has not seen since the 1980 s. The BJP emerged as the single
largest party winning 132 seats on its own.

The supreme court lashed out that States which metamorphose into judges to
punish accused persons awaiting trial by driving bulldozers into their homes
indulge in a naked display of “might is right” without sparing a thought for
families rendered shelter less and destitute overnight.

Justice Sanjeev Khanna takes over as the 51st first chief justice of India for a
brief tenure of 6 months till his retirement in May 2025. Incumbent chief
justice DY chandrachur formally recommended justice Sanjeev Khanna be
appointed the next chiefjustice of India.

West Bengal CM Mamta Banerjee ordered a probe into the disappearance of
tarunar shopno scheme funds. The CM asked officials to find out why the
beneficiary students did not receive the funds and to identify the actual
culprits. Nearly 100 students from 6 schools in East Midnapore and East
Burdwan did notreceive their allocated rupees 10,000 to purchase the tablets.

Trinamool Congress councillor from South Kolkata’s kasba, Sushanto Ghosh
narrowly escaped a murder attempt after the shooters gun misfired.
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The victory of the Trinamool Congress in 6 assembly Polls across 5 districts
indicates that protest against the rape and murder of a doctor at R.G Kar
medical College and hospital did not make any dent in the electrol prospects of
Trinamool Congress.

Supreme court grands bail to suspended Trinamool Congress leader kuntal
Ghosh in CBI case over cash for jobs scam.

Hundreds of people defied a curfew to stage demonstrations in India's
northeastern state of Manipur over the weekend and 23 where arrested for
violence as tensions between two ethnic community flared up again.

In a stunning come back Hemant soren’s Jharkhand Mukti morcha led alliance
stormed to power in Jharkhand for a second consecutive term, winning 56
seats in the 81 member assembly despite and all out blitz by the Bhartiya
Janata party led National democratic alliance which managed only 24 seats.

December

+

The Syrian revolution achieved its main goal of achiving the fall of the Assad
regime after Assad fled to Moscow. The fault of Damascus ended the Azad
regime as the Syrian prime minister Mohammed Ghazi-al-Jalali handed over
power to the revolutionaries and they formed Syrian transational government.

After 5 years of restoration work the famous monument of Notre dame de
Paris cathedral was reopened for the public visitors. In 2019 a major fire had
partially destroyed the upper part of the cathedral of Paris.

The supreme court held that henceforth the constitutionality of the places of
worship act 1991 which prevents the conversion of the religious character of
place of worship which they held as of 15 August 1947 will be decided by the
supreme court. The court’s decision will shape the course for multiple
challenges concerning the ‘true nature’ of places of worship pending before
subordinate courts all over the country.

Atul Subhash working in an IT farm in Bengaluru and going through a divorce
case with his wife died by suicide. He accused his wife and in laws of
harassment and allegedly framing him in false cases. The case made National
headlines. Flagging a growing tendency to misuse laws protecting women
from cruelty by there in-lows, the supreme court has said courts must exercise
caution while deciding dowry harassment cases to prevent unnecessary
harassment of innocent people.

Mustakin sardar a 19 year old man was sentenced to death in West Bengal’s
South 24 Parganas for raping and murdering a 9 year old village girl. Coming
merely 2 months after the August 9 rape and murder of a 31 year old junior
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doctor at kolkata’s R.G. Kar medical College and hospital which rocked the
nation, the kultali incident triggered unrest.

An SUV vehicle was driven into a crowd at the Christmas market in
Magdeburg, Germany killing 6 people and injuring at least 299 others out of
which seven were Indians. The driver of the car allegedly 50 year old anti-
Islam activist Taleb Al Abdulmohasen, was arrested at the scene.

The North eastern Indian state of Assam has banned the consumption of beef
in public places including restaurant and events. This is an expansion to an
earlier rule that restricted the sale of beef near certain religious places like
temples, chief minister Hemanta Biswa Sarma said.
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‘Chicken - Electricity’: Transformation of Chicken
Feathers into Clean Electricity:

An overview of an emerging research
Dr. Sadhan Pramanik
Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry

Introduction:

Energy is the driving force of modern civilization. Production, distribution and
proper utilization of energy regulates the scientific, techno economical, industrial,
socio economical advancement of a country. Demand of energy is increasing with
a demand of further development and well-being of the global human society.
Sometimes this increasing demand leads to scarcity of energy round the globe.
This is because the production of energy still depends on the non renewable
sources in large number of countries. Problems related pollution and hazards
arising out of these fossil fuels are taught in school level text books today.
Developed countries of west are engaged in production of atomic electricity and
often atomic energy is claimed to be green energy. But we cannot neglect historic
Chernobyl disaster associated with nuclear power plant. The natural renewable
sources of energy are also being exploited to produce electricity by dint of modern
technologies.

‘Chicken Electricity’ a way of energy production through solid waste
management

Although these natural sources are going to be the most popular and techno
economically viable sources of electricity production in near future, some
problems are also associated with them. Such as, solar electricity production in
large scale cannot be expected in Scandinavian countries in winter months or
windmills cannot be operated around populous cities like Tokyo or New York.
Research is always in progress in search of alternative sources of energy. As a
consequence of this ceaseless research, a group of researchers have focused on a
fascinating source for production of electricity.

Chicken is the most popular non vegetarian food item round the globe and is
rich source of protein. According to a report of National Chicken Council, USA In
2021, around 132.3 million tons of poultry meat were consumed worldwide,
making it the most consumed type of meat globally. At the same time the Poultry
industry generates vast poultry-related waste, with 40 million tonnes of chicken
feathers incinerated yearly. A group of researchers at ETH Zurich and NTU
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Singapore have developed an eco-friendly method to extract keratin from feathers,
transforming it into amyloid fibrils [1]. These keratin fibrils are incorporated into
fuel cell membranes, enabling clean electricity generation. This article is going to
provide abird’s eye view on this fascinating topic of modish but futuristic research.
Basic Science behind electricity production from chicken feathers

Researchers at ETH Zurich and Nanyang Technological University Singapore
(NTU) have now found a way to put these feathers to good use. Using a simple and
environmentally friendly process, they extract the protein keratin from the feathers
and convert it into ultra-fine fibres known as amyloid fibrils. These keratin fibrils
go on to be used in the membrane of a fuel cell. Fuel cells generate CO2-free
electricity from hydrogen and oxygen, releasing only heat and water. They could
play an important role as a sustainable energy source in the future. At the heart of
every fuel cell lies a semi permeable membrane. It allows protons to pass through
but blocks electrons, forcing them to flow through an external circuit from the
negatively charged anode to the positively charged cathode, thereby producing an
electric current.

Keratin
protein
extraction
and isolation

Catalyst GDL

/ SH > SO: Cathod /\o,+ H,0

ik

Graphics showing the generation of electrically from chicken feathers.
Graphic Courtesy of ETH Zurich / NTU
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Epilogue
Electricity from chicken feathers: futuristic point of view in achievability

While the research has provided promising results, further investigations are
necessary to determine the long-term durability of the keratin membranes in
realistic applications. All the technical challenges are crucial for transitioning from
laboratory success to full-scale commercial viability and should be addressed
properly.

The team, driven by the potential global impact of their discovery, has filed a
joint patent for the keratin-based membrane technology. They are actively seeking
partnerships with investors and forward-thinking companies willing to join their
quest in pioneering a cleaner, sustainable energy future. This collaboration will be
essential for refining the technology, scaling up production and eventually
introducing these innovative fuel cells to the market.

In transforming poultry waste into an opportunity, the researchers are not only
proposing a sustainable form of energy production; they are reimagining global
resources management and setting the stage for a more sustainable industrial
future.

Biblography

Soon WL, Peydayesh M, de Wild T, Donat F, Saran R, Miiller CR, Gubler L,
Mezzenga R, Miserez A: Renewable Energy from Livestock Waste Valorization:
Amyloid-Based Feather Keratin Fuel Cells. ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces,
September 26,2023, doi: external page10.1021

Keratin fragments, particularly from the breakdown of keratinocytes (skin
cells), can aggregate into amyloid fibrils, especially when certain factors like the
presence of other proteins like fibulin-4 are involved.
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Trip to Ghatshila
Swastika Mallick
English (Hons), Semester-VI

The allotted work-load was over after a hectic .
week. So I planned for a long-awaited holiday
trip to Ghatshila. It was long-awaited as it is one
of the easiest tourist destinations from Howrah. |
We started our journey to Ghatshila on a
Wednesday morning of 13th November 2024 by ¥
6:35 o’clock from Howrah by Ispat Express and &
we reached to Ghatshila at 10 o’clock in the
morning. We previously booked rooms in Ramkrishna Mission which is 10
minutes distance from station by auto. On that day after our lunch we started to visit
some sightseeing places.

The first destination was Ratmohana. It is located at the bank of Subarnarekha
river. Here I witnessed a wonderful waterfall and nice view of Subarnarekha river.
Secondly we visit Sidheswar hill, lord Sidheswar Shiva’s dwelling place at the top
ofthe hill. Treking in this hill is very difficult. Next we visit Galudihdam, it is about
10 kms. distant from the town. The dam along with surrounding hills makes a
pristine beauty. After that we visit Maa Rukmini temple andVaishnodevi temple.
Then we came back to Ramkrishna Mission in the evening when divine prayer was
held which gave us much peace. We had our dinner in mission at 8;30 pm.

In the next day, 14th November after having our breakfast at 8’0o clock we
started to visit other spots. On that day our first destination was Phuldungritilla, a
small hillock just outside the town. Here BidhutibhusanBandopadhaya wrote his
maximum novels. Secondly we visited Burudih Lake. This
was a beautiful place. Next we visit Dharagiri falls. It was
i deep inside the forest and this was the best place I had
¢ found during our Ghatshila tour. Fourthly we visit Chirakut
' hill, a beautiful natural view was seen from top of the hill.
Lastly we visit Gourikunjo, it used to be the home of great
writer Bidhutibhusan Bandopadhaya, here he lived last 18
years of his life.

Here I end our beautiful tour of Ghatshila and I enjoyed
, this tour very much. Next day we returned to Kolkata.
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Culinary Diplomacy and India: Present dynamics

and challenges

Dr. Sanchita Chakrabarti
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

The concept of power in International Relations is often understood as the
conventional use of hard power like nuclear weapons, space power, military
technology where many other aspects go unreported. In the 1980s political
scientist Joseph Nye introduced the concept of soft power in international relations
which refers to the ability of a country to influence the behaviour of other nations
through persuasion rather than force or coercion. Soft power components like
culture, values, and ideology are found to be equally effective like military or
economic measures. It aims to build positive relationships and create a favourable
image of a country, which can lead to greater influence in international affairs and
ultimately promote the country’s interests.

In contemporary international politics, culinary diplomacy has become
essential for enhancing a country’s soft power. It plays a pivotal role as countries
have realized that the potential of culinary traditions can contribute to diplomacy
beyond conventional political challenges. It creates a diverse relation between
cuisine, politics, and power. Culinary diplomacy denotes the use of food as a
diplomatic mechanism for international engagement. Foods and cuisines have
been used as tools to foster cross-cultural understanding with the goal of promoting
international interactions and collaboration. Countries have used it to export
culinary heritage and products as a part of diplomacy and generate goodwill.
Public diplomacy specialist Paul Rockower describes it as ‘winning hearts and
minds through stomachs’. The roots of culinary diplomacy can be traced back to
ancient times which involved the exchange of spices, food customs and cooking
skills which facilitated trade and cultural exchanges. Aristotle in his book ‘Politics’
spoke of how in the 4th century BC Greek city states ambassadors engaged in
social eating as a means to ensure harmony before getting to hard talk. The
importance of developing culinary diplomacy can have several benefits for a
country. Firstly since culinary diplomacy is a part of cultural heritage, by
promoting food a country can showcase its cultural identity and bring forward its
uniqueness. Secondly, it can enhance trade and tourism of a country. Food can help
attract tourists and exporting food items can enhance trade and business. Lastly,
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sharing food has the potential to foster long term relationships and can be an
effective instrument for building mutual understanding.

India has been using its cuisine, as a part of its culinary diplomacy, which has
helped to strengthen India’s soft power on a worldwide scale. Indian cuisine has
earned tremendous popularity because of its unique flavors, spices, and food
preparation techniques, as well as its reputation for being healthy and nutritious.
Notably South Indian cuisine, Gujrati cuisine, Punjabi cuisine, street food from
various places in India and Indian sweets cater to different tastes and preferences
and have a huge appeal across continents. Apart from its rich taste and variety, the
popularity of Indian cuisine can be credited to the rise of Indian diaspora in
different parts of the world and the campaigning of Indian cuisine by the Indian
government as part of culinary diplomacy. Indian Government has taken several
initiatives to use culinary diplomacy as a mechanism of soft power.

* Indian leaders host foreign dignitaries with authentic Indian dishes which
showcase the diversity of Indian cuisines.

* Indian cuisines alignment with Ayurveda and Yoga draws attention to wellness
and how food can develop holistic living.

* Culinary diplomacy is leveraged through the use of vegetarian foods in
international forums which champion the cause of Gandhian philosophy of
non-violence as a practice.

* Events like ‘World Food India’ facilitates partnership between Indian and
foreign investors and collaborate on various aspects of the food industry from
retail, food processing, technology transfer in the global food chain.

Culinary diplomacy comes with its own challenges. Indian cuisine faces tough
competition from various other cuisines like Italian, Chinese and Mexican. These
cuisines have made their presence felt at the global level and therefore Indian chefs
and restaurateurs need to focus on innovation. Although Indian spices like
turmeric, cardamom and cumin have made their presence felt in international
kitchens, other Indian spices and ingredients needs to be popularized like their
international counterparts like oregano, rosemary jalapeno etc. Indian food is
sometime stereotyped as overly spicy or oily and this challenge can be addressed
by showcasing their health benefits. In conclusion, it can be said that over the ages
food has been a universal connector and can help foster dialogue, understanding,
and friendship on the international stage. Indian cuisine with its vibrant flavours
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offers an opportunity to reinforce India’s rich cultural heritage, enhance its global

image and also deepen its cultural ties with the world.
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Women Empowerment and Gender Equality : A Thought
Dr. Debabrata Adhikary
Assistant Professor, Department of English

While we talk of women empowerment and gender equality today, we have to
take note of certain things / facts / presuppositions instead of maintaining
conventional, any hackneyed, cliche concept of woman’s oppression/ subjugation.
Of course there is a history of woman’s oppression and whenever we talk about
women empowerment or gender equality, we will have to consider/ include / take
note of that. Because, without that women empowerment/ gender equality cannot
be discussed in true spirit. The movement which was pioneered, and the fight for
women’s cause, which was championed by various authors like Virginia Woollf,
Simone de Beauvoir, Elaine Showalter, Mary Wollstonecraft etc. through their
several notable works, portray an authentic picture of woman’s oppression about
how women were marginalised, outcasted, eliminated and wiped out from the
picture by the mainstream ‘patriarchal society’. And that patriarchal oppression
surprisingly often included not only the oppression of the husband / spouse (on the
wife) but also that of the parents (over their daughter) in several measures. As we
can get to know from the famous British writer Virginia Woolf’s epoch- making
1929 book ‘A Room of one’s own : “I went, therefore, to the shelf where the
histories stand and took down one of the latest, Professor Trevelyan’s History of
England. Once more I looked up women, found “position of”” and turned to the
pages indicated. “Wife —beating”, [ read, “was a recognised right of man, and was
practiced without shame by high as well as low... Similarly,” the historian goes on,
“the daughter who refused to marry the gentleman of her parents’ choice was liable
to be locked up, beaten and flung about the room, without any shock being inflicted
on public opinion”. (A Room of One’s own’, Virginia Woolf, page 46-47) And,
one gets shocked to find the wretched condition of the famous Elizabethan
dramatist William Shakespeare’s sister, had he had any, as compared to that of his
own situation, through the writings of Woolf : “Meanwhile his extraordinarily
gifted sister, let us suppose, remained at home, she was as adventurous, as
imaginative, as agog to see the world as he was. But she was not sent to school. She
had no chance of learning grammar and logic, let alone of reading Horace and
Virgil. She picked up a book now and then, one of her brother’s perhaps, and read a
few pages. But then her parents came in and told her to mend the stockings or mind
the stew and not moon about with books and papers. They would have spoken
sharply but kindly, for they were substantial people who knew the conditions of life
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for a woman and loved their daughter — indeed, more likely, than not she was the
apple of her father’s eye. Perhaps she scribbled some pages up in an apple loft on
the sly, but was careful to hide them or set fire to them. Soon, however, before she
was out of her teens, she was to be betrothed to the son of a neighbouring wool
stapler”.(Aroom of one’s own, Woolf, pg-51)

The facts of women’s oppression were presented in an Indianized way in the
noted Indian author and poet Kamala Das’s, ‘Ente Katha’ or ‘My Story’ (an
autobiographical book), where we can get to see how much the skin complexion
and outlook of a girl become crucial to make her a sellable commodity in the
potential marriage market, lacking which the girl / woman may easily miss out
many golden opportunities :

“My grandmother was worried about the duskiness of my skin and rubbed raw
turmeric on Tuesdays and Fridays all over my body before the oilbath. She oiled
my hair and washed it carefully with a viscid shampoo made out of the tender
leaves of the hileiscus. It was fashionable then to have curly hair and naturally she
took pride in showing it off to our relatives who praised my thick tresses but
mumbled unkind things about my colour. I remember going to our cook in the
afternoon and asking him secretly if [ were really ugly.” (My Story, Kamala Das,
Pg-37-38)

So much for building the theoretical premise and the historical background of
women empowerment and woman’s oppression in the society. However, there
happens a major a big shift when we talk of women empowerment/ gender equality
/ Feminism today in current times as we need to include / incorporate the
‘changed’, ‘empowered’ state of women in society, and, in general. The time has
arrived when we cannot all the time afford to be benignly complacent by merely
citing and quoting the French existentialist philosopher, writer and feminist
activist Simon de Beauvoir’s ‘The Second Sex’ (1949), to explain feminism
because the time has changed, and so has changed the status of woman in society;
which has become more ‘visible’, ‘prominent’ and conspicuous today everywhere.
Naturally what a Virginia Woolf or Simone de Beauvoir, or, much later a Kamala
Das wrote or talked about the condition of woman at their times, cannot be
applicable anymore. As is rightly pointed out by Dr. Twinkle Suri, Dean, Faculty of
arts, Students Welfare, Cluster University Jammu in an interview given to ‘Young
Bites’ on ‘“Women Empowerment’ that today’s women are already empowered :

“Hum Kaafi empowered hogaye hain..(we, the women have got much
empowered today). Empowerment comes with self knowledge. There is no magic
want/demand that can empower you.
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..... All girls should be educated. Padhai bahut jaroori hai (Education is really
important). Pehle aur ab mein bohot farak hain (There is a lot of difference between
the earlier times and now)..... it is not a rat race trying to complete with men. I
always feel that men and women complement each other. Dono ko ek dusre ki Sath
ki jarurat hoti hai (Both men and women need each other to make the society
progressive)” [http://www.facebook.com/youngbites official page / videos /
women-empowerment-dr-twinkle-dean]

And, most importantly, if one woman becomes empowered, educated, then it is
her rightful duty to pass that torchlight of education and awareness to other women
(for, if a woman becomes self-aware, then she also becomes aware of the society as
a whole, and what role is expected of her therein), to pull them up from the
penumbra of darkness, to lift them in the process of climbing/ escalating herself.
And, we have to admit that that is quite a daunting/ arduous task to do; given the
heterogeneity/ plurality /multiplicity of the Indian languages, regions, cultures,
castes and religions. So, how to promote a homogeneous notion of woman
education and empowerment across India? But, if we fail to achieve this mission,
the real task of gender equality will go in vain, and, ‘woman empowerment’ will
nearly become a catchword in the educated, elite coterie (as it is happening mostly
nowadays) living a large chunk of woman population outside the purview of
empowerment. These women will not be able to know about their rights even. As is
also echoed by the noted filmmaker and actress Aparna Sen in an interview given to
‘India Today’ regarding the heinous RG Kar incident last year that “the women
who are privileged and empowered must stand up for other women who are not. It
is very important to do that.” (http://www.facebook.com/share/v/14dcupWDWM,
India Today, Sexual crimes against women). Also, what is equality important in
this context is to ensure the ‘inclusion and participation’ of men, as is pointed out
by the woman’s rights activist Brinda Adige in the same interview that, “we need to
take in all man to stand. It is not just a women’s battle. It is not just a group of
women fighting...we want them to talk and speak up”. And, if we keep aside such
arguments like ‘not all men are bad’, or, ‘not all men are rapist’, or, ‘women can be
bad as well’, then we can notice many men actively supporting and championing
women'’s causes, just like in the recent R G Kar Medical College incident last year,
where many men voluntarily came out to protest against that heinous crime by
joining the ‘Rat Dokhol’ movement organised by women; and, by participating in
the numerous candlelight processions organised. For, true oppression cannot be
‘gender centric’ and there are many men who are proclaimed ‘feminists’, including
notable celebrities across the world like Abhay Deol, Farhan Akhtar, Chris Martin,
Will Smith, Ashton Kutcher, Antonio Banderas, Daniel Craig, to name a few. So,
we have to include men and their thinking while talking about women’s right. And
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if we say that ‘patriarchy’ is essentially an oppressive institution for women in
society, then we must not forget that it is equally oppressing and burdensome for
men as well, as it reduces men into mere money-earning machines / ATM
Machines, who are not valued for any other quality than earning money. A man, in
order to be a conforming male according to the patriarchal standards needs to be a
‘macho’, ‘bony’, ‘aggressive’, ‘masculine’, ‘de- emotional’ human being all the
time; thereby reminding us of the famous dialogue of the 1985 Bollywood movie
Mard, that “Jo mard hai use dard nahi hota memsaheb’ (‘That who is a male/man,
does not feel any pain, madam...”) A man is taught from his childhood onwords that
‘he is not supposed to cry, cry like a girl’, the burden of which he has to carry
throughout his life. So, instead of vilifying men as some mischievous demons to be
toppled, we have to include them, and share their opinions and thinking when we
talk of gender equality today. And, only then, true women empowerment and
gender equality will happen, and a progressive society can be formed where men
and women will complement each other.
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Love in the time of semester
Ragini Thakur
English (Honours), Semester - VI

We met in the quad, on a sunny day

Our hearts collided, in a lovely way
Between classes and books, we’d steal a kiss
Our love blossoming like a campus wish

In the library’s quiet, our eyes would meet
Our hearts beating faster, to a love so sweet
We’d study together, under the stars up high
Our love shining brighter, as we’d whisper by

From freshman year, to senior’s Pride
Our love grew stronger, side by side
To all nighters, and morning dew
Our campus love story, forever true.
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